
A Stroll through the Axis of Evil 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Iran are in the news for all the wrong reasons. Starting in Beirut, I unravelled a 
picture quite different from the news stories as I followed a winding route via the Euphrates, the Caucasus 
and the Valleys of the Assassins to finish eventually on the Persian Gulf. I met a spectacular variety of 
people – Druze, Maronites, Arabs, Kurds, Armenians, Azeris and both Shi’ite and Sunni Iranians – and 
found families and whole communities working together to survive the harsh climate and political strife. 

Iraq was fascinating 
of course, but it was 
the people of Iran 
who made the trip 
unforgettable. They 
must be the most 
warm and generous 
in the world – for 
days on end I was 
hardly allowed to 
buy any food or 
drink. Worryingly I 
managed to get 
arrested in the holy 
city of Qom, but 
was let off and 
continued south 
through the desert 
to Qeshm Island in 
the Persian Gulf, a 
rocky no-man’s-
land that hasn’t 
changed much since 
Marco Polo was 
there in 1271. 

As always I took lots of photographs, and I’ve put the best of them 
into a new presentation. 

The new digital slide/sound show A Stroll through the Axis of Evil 
generally lasts an hour but can easily be adjusted to your needs. 

My fee for this talk is £380 plus travelling expenses. If you’d like to 
make a booking please get in touch. 

My contact details are: 

John Pilkington 
9 Culverwell Gardens 

Winchester 
Hants 

SO23 9JG 

Tel. 01962 863965 
Fax 01722 504594 

E-mail john@pilk.net 

 
You can read more about this and other talks and books at www.pilk.net. 

 


